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Before his congregation, on the Feast of Pentecost. 


Dear Hearers: It behooves the creatures, whom God has 
gifted with intellect and freedom of will, frequently to cast a 
retrospective glance at their conduct. If nothing reproachful 
be discernible in it, self-examination will excite pleasurable 
feelings, and a stronger desire to secure, at all times, the ap- 
proval of one’s conscience. If, on the contrary, there should 
be observed aught that is reprehensible, the early detection 
of a blemish, may then guard against others of a deeper hue, 
and, possibly, be the means of wiping away even the single 
stain discovered. This manner of proceeding through life, 
which is judicious in private individuals, because morally and 
spiritually beneticial, commends itself likewise, to large bodies 
of men, or communities, whatever be their origin and tenden- 
cies. But wishing specially to speak of such associations as 
were formed fora religious purpose, I will say, that it be- 
comes every congregation to pause at intervals, that they 
may look back, and judge whether they have accom- 
plished their avowed object. The ostensible motive which 
brought together the members thereof, was, to aid each 
other in ascending the mountain of the Lord, where stand 
the righteous; in endeavoring, I mean, by joint prayers, to 
purify the heart, and raise the mind far above the perishable 
and the worldly. And in order to do so with greater advan- 
tage to the greatest number, the ancient practice of choosing 
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a place in which many may assemble, has been adhered to by 
all sects and denominations. 

Brothers and sisters who worship in this Synagogue! The 
day we celebrate is the fittest occasion for the scrutiny of our 
past conduct, as a congregation in Israel; because, while it 
bids us remember the high mission imposed on our race 
thirty-two centuries ago at Sinai, it also calls to mind an event 
in which we are immediately concerned; even the dedica- 
tion of this sacred edifice. Let us be glad: our Synagogue 
has just completed its ninth year; and I, who have traced 
its history with impartial judgment, find a cause for gratula- 
tion. After a long struggle between religious principles and 
temporal gain, the former reckon their conquests by tens. 
Many a father who was wont to send his children to the 
house of God, now conducts them hither on each revolving 
Sabbath. Youths, who formerly remained listless, attend to our 
devotional exercises, and evince eagerness to take in them 
an active part; and notwithstanding that our meetings for 
divine service, are, at certain seasons, frequent on working 
days, we have never, of late, lacked the requisite number 
wherewith to hold public worship. We may, therefore, 
gratefully admit, that with the consecration of this building, 
a perceptible, though slow progress, in the way of right- 
eousness, began. We may, as a religious association of men, 
declare, that our conduct—if it is yet far from exemplary 
—has, nevertheless, accorded more than heretofore with the 
duty accepted at Horeb upon the day we solemnize. This 
retrospective view is satisfactory to me, who hail every im- 
provement, as the precursor of a state of perfection, and it 
must, doubtless, be gratifying to you, who have taken a step 
in advance towards a life consistently Jewish. 

But some anxious Israelites in my congregation, believing 
that we do not keep pace with other communities of our 
brethren, are loud in their demands for changes. They do 
not complain that our mode of worshiping God _pre- 
cludes a more general observance of the days He has set 
apart, or a better conformity with pious practices around the 
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family circle. They simply contend that it is incumbent 
upon as to draw multitudes to this hallowed spot; and that, 
to bring it about, it is necessary to fashion our Synagogue 
service after a novel pattern. 

Dear hearers! I fully appreciate the advantage of a nu- 
merous assembly at public worship. It is a sight imposing 
and soul-stirring. And I would omit nothing, lawful, 
which might secure that end. But am I asked to procure 
- that at the terms on which many have obtained it ? 
at the cost of the ancestral faith? Am I to procure it by 
deliberately sundering apart every link that binds my people 
together? . . . Know ye for certain that the pealing of the 
organ in the Synagogue, is the death-knell of Jewish rites and 
tenets. Wherever it has superseded the sound of the living 
popular voice raised in supplication, it has created a distaste for 
the Hebrew ritual; it has effected a partial or total abolition of 
our liturgy; it has brought into the shrine devoted to the one 
indivisible Lord, the votaries of a triune god, as songsters and 
songstresses: and, siren-like, the charms of its music have 
lured Israel at length into the embrace of that church, whence 
it was borrowed. Such are its:records, faithfully written down, 
and attested by eye-witnesses. 

Yes, the organ might, for a time, swell the number of our 
attendants, but no public worship would any longer be offered. 
A few hirelings would sing at the tones of that instrument ; 
the people of God—lIsrael who should break forth in psalmody 
to their everlasting Redeemer—would remain silent specta- 
tors. Nor is that the evil we should most deprecate, but the 
sacrifice of the principles which it involves. Identity of 
worship with the Nazarene world, will slowly but surely en- 
gender a wish for a closer assimilation to their habits and 
religious views. Witness the mischief wrought in Judaism 
during the last half a century by the reckless and the unwary, 
For in their opinion, Israel's true mission is to copy the 
nations among whom they dwell. God asked of us—and you 
have heard it this morning—to be “a kingdom of priests and 
a holy nation,” or, in other words, to teach by example, how 
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mankind can serve the universal Creator in union of thoughts 
and perfect adoration. He said, that though all the earth 
belongs to Him, yet, He chose the seed of Abraham from 
among its inhabitants, as His peculiar treasure, and gave them 
statutes and ordinances as tokens of the covenant, because 
through them would His name be ultimately known and glori- 
fied. But an idea now prevails, that to maintain the distinctive 
characteristics of Judaism, is to impede the march of civiliza- 
tion; hence the eagerness for imitation, manifested at one time 
by radical changes in the worship; at another, by the abrogation 
of laws relative to our manner of living, and our domestic 
arrangements. Butgs Ido not entertain that idea, because 
utterly false, and pernicious in the extreme; as I believe that 
we still have a mission to perform, which we cannot relin- 
quish without turning traitors to God; as I deem it a 
divinely-imparted truth, that the best interests of society 
will be finally promoted by our continuing steadfast in the 
duties assumed by our fathers at Sinai—I will never sanction 
aught which is, however remotely, calculated to destroy our 
national identity. I will, on the contrary, encourage what- 
ever can draw my brethren into a closer union; whatever may 
impress on their minds the importance of preserving our 
separate existence, as a celestial ordination, for the welfare 
of the whole human race. In that manner will I fulfil my 
charge, and while serving the Great Master who sent me 
unto you, I hope, fervently hope, to gain for Him zealous 
followers. 

Brothers and Sisters of the Mickvé Israel Congrega- 
tion! I have rejoiced at your improvements. When the 
attendance at this consecrated dwelling became more numer- 
ous, because you loved the command of the Almighty, and 
kept His Sabbath, every fibre in my being thrilled with 
pleasurable emotions, for that increase was a genuine tribute 
of reverence to God. But if fictitious means are to be resorted 
to, in order to attract hither a still larger multitude—I will 
speak more plainly—if the introduction of an organ and of 
mercenary chorists is the method proposed by which to fill 
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our vacant seats, and augment our power; I will, with sad 
feelings, but determinedly, interpose to prevent the consum- 
mation of that act. No display of meretricious ornaments shall 
entice my people to the house, before whose oracle I minister. 
Some, however, who profess to understand the merits of the 
question, assert that to place obstacles in the way of accom- 
plishing a design of acknowledged benefit to the synagogue, 
is to exhibit a senseless fanaticism. For after all, say they, 
instrumental and choral music is not an innovation, but the 
revival of an ancient Hebrew usage; since history relates, that 
the sacrificial service at the Temple was invariably accom-* 
panied by the sound of the timbrel and the harp, as well as 
by vocal melodies. But how liable is man to misapprehend 
facts, when in the pursuit of a cherished object! Brethren! 
The case cited is not in any degree parallel with that at issue. 
For the ceremonies performed at the central point of our 
worship, were altogether peculiar to it. Nay, many of them 
were rigidly prohibited beyond the limits of the sacred fane 
that stood on Mount Moriah. Our prophets and our sages 
jealously sought to prevent, that the service offered at the 
Sanctuary in Jerusalem, be transferred to any other spot of 
the earth. Whether we accept the opinion of Maimonides, 
who considers that they desired by it to narrow down the 
practice of slaughtering animals as an act of divine adoration, 
or, whether we embrace the idea advanced by other expositors, 
who conceive that our teachers meant thereby to guard against 
the blending of foreign customs with that rite, certain it is 
that the Temple was in all its features distinct from the 
Synagogue. The latter existed with it, doubtless, from a 
remote period, but its workings for the preservation of 
Israel’s religion, differed materially from those of the former. 
If I may use a simile, without irreverence, I will say: the 
Temple was the palace of a mighty King, which his subjects 
were enjoined to visit only at stated periods, that they might 
be impressed with exceeding awe; the Synagogue was always 
a popular place of resort for mutual edification. I may even 
venture to assert, that inasmuch as whatsoever appertained to 
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the Temple proper and its worship, was disallowed elsewhere, 
so likewise was its musical arrangement forbid to be copied 
at the Synagogue. It is, moreover, familiarly known that, 
according to Biblical authority and tradition, the privilege of 
singing before the Lord at the sound of instruments, was ex- 
clusively given to the descendants of Levi, and they would 
not, and dared not, yield their prerogative to strangers; nor 
would they exchange the position they occupied for another 
of lesser dignity. Where is then the data which may serve 
as a support to those who claim the right of remodelling the 
Synagogue worship after that of the Temple? Oh, confess, 
ye changelings, that a hankering after Gentile usages has 
beclouded your judgment. That the fear of being styled un- 
progressive, by those who make progress consist in whatever 
emanates from some un-Jewish source, has been your main 
prompting. Acknowledge, with candor, that you are guided 
by no standard; that neither history nor tradition influences 


your actions; that to gratify your craving for innovations is , 


the goal you wish to attain. 

But you, my beloved brethren, will you also succumb? 
Will the pressure of this all-absorbing mania for imita- 
tion carry you along with others as victims to the Mo- 
loch, misnamed “reform”? Will you, despite my correct 
representations and my remonstrances, enter into a league 
with those who labor to Christianize Judaism? Will 
you wilfully expose your children to dangers, which many 
could not withstand? Will you see them desert our camp, 
and turn enemies to the ancestral faith? . . . No, gather 
around us ye shades of our departed teachers! Come, O 
sainted son of Amram, and write upon the foreheads of these 
men of Israel “4 wap, for they will remain “a kingdom of 
priests and a holy nation.” In their right-hand is the law of 
Sinai; with their left they repel the faithless. ver mindful 
of their mission, they will render their doings subservient to 
its performance. And this dwelling they dedicated nine years 
ago to their protecting Lord, will still continue with them an 
instrument to shield posterity from the baleful effects of skep- 
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ticism. As it was, so it will be: a Synagogue in which 
prayers are jointly offered, and where wholesome instruction 
is given and received. 

Heavenly legislator! Infuse into the missionaries of Thy 
will, a power that never fails. May they go forth undauntedly, 
and rescue from the pit of destruction those who see it not, 
as it yawns beneath their steps. May their every deed spiri- 
tually benefit the creatures of the earth, and perpetuate the 
knowledge of the infallible words, Thou didst vouchsafe to 
speak amid thunders, upon the day whose anniversary we 
celebrate. For, verily Thou didst teach a law of truth, and 
implant within it the seeds of a life eternal. Oh! may we 
attain the latter at the end of our earthly pilgrimage, and be 
irradiated with Thy glory. AMEN. 


